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captives to return in order that the kingdom of Shaum
[Syria] should be cultivated. They conformed to these
orders, and in the days of Behmen had brought the terri-
tory of the Holy Temple to the highest state of cultivation;
but Behmen, having sent an ambassador to the children of
Israel, their king put him to death, which so aroused his
Indignation, that he commanded Bakhtanassar a second
time to lay waste the country of a people who neither
obeyed God nor the decrees of the king. Bakhtanassar
therefore, setting out with his army, laid the Holy Temple
and the region of Shaum entirely waste, and returned to
Irak Araby with one hundred thousand young children,
whom he had borne away into captivity; but all knowledge
is with the Almighty.'

When Behmen became old he committed the empire to
the profound talents of his daughter Homai, to the ex-
clusion of his son Sassan, who became a recluse. Homai
afterwards bore a child named Darah [Darius II.], who
succeeded her, and became a great and mighty king,
even defeating Filqus [Philip], Prince of Hum, obtaining1
an annual tribute from him, and marrying his daughter,
but sending her back to her father on account of her
unpleasant breath. c At this period the illustrious princess
was pregnant with Kskandar [Alexander the Great], and
her father, to save his reputation, not only kept the matter
from, being made public, but endeavoured to suppress the
secret altogether.'

Darah left the empire to his son Dara, or Darah, also
styled Dara the Less, who was defeated by Eskandar, and
on the day of his escape from the battle assassinated by
two persons of Hamadan belonging to his court. 'The
sovereign of Ruin, being informed of this event, hastened
with all speed to tho pillow of I)a,ra. The hoir to tho
realms of the Kaianian line, who had still a spark of life
remaining, heaved a cold sigh, having contemplated on the
pages of his present state the image of his enemies*
exultation, according to the saying: " The life of man, if
prolonged even for one day after his enemy's death, is